PAVI A

21

REVOLT OF PAVIA

TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORY

HEADQUARTERS, PESCHIERA, June i, 1796.

. . . WHEN quiet had been restored at Milan, I resumed
my march on Pavia. Lannes, in command of the light
troops, attacked Binasco, where 7 or 800 armed peasants
appeared to be putting up a defence. He charged them*
killed a hundred or so, and scattered the rest. I had the
village set on fire immediately. The step was necessary, but
the sight was none the less distressing, and I was painfully
affected by it. But I foresaw that an even worse fate still
threatened the town of Pavia. I therefore summoned the
Archbishop of Milan, and sent him to convey to the in-
sensate populace, on my behalf, the following proclamation.
' Proclamation to the inhabitants of Lotvbardy.

Milan, May 25, 1796.

'A misguided mob, without any real means of resistance>
is committing the wildest excesses, refusing to recognise
the Republic, and defying an army which has conquered a
succession of kings. Such incredible folly deserves pity:
these poor people are being misled by men who wish to
destroy them. In accordance with the principles of the
French nation, which makes no war on the common people,
the General in command is anxious to leave open a door of
repentance: but those who, within 24 hours, have not laid
down their arms, and taken a fresh oath of obedience to
the Republic, will be treated as rebels, and their villages
will be burnt to the ground. Take warning by the terrible
example of Binasco! Such will be the fate of every town and
village that persists in the revolt.

Bonaparte.'

But it was in vain. I reached Pavia at day-break. The
rebels' outposts were overwhelmed. The town seemed to
be full of people, and in a state of defence. The castle had
been taken, and our men were prisoners. I ordered up the
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